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the Noajeeree, is composed of the secondary class of rocks: its
elevation is said to be inconsiderable, and it is covered with
saul, teak, the theetsee or varnish tree, and the gurjun.

57th. The third longitudinal valley, or that through which
the Irawattee river flows, is bounded on- the west by the
Shwemenwoontoting range of hills, and on the east by that of
Ounggyonahlantoung, which was ascended by Dr. Wallich
in 1826, and found to be composed almost entirely of compact
limestone, and to attain an elevation of about 3,600 feet at
the part he visited, nearly due east of Tsagaing.

58th. This valley, which is the most highly cultivated, and
from its position, oil the borders of China, the most valuable
of all the iulaud portions of the Burmese territory, was ori-
ginally divided into two large principalities, those of Bhumo
and Mogaung, the Erst of which extended from Zabbanago
Myoo, on the left bank of the Irawattee, north to the hills,
which separate it from Assam ; and the Mogaung jurisdiction
reached nearly an equal distance on the opposite or right
bank of the same river. These political divisions have how-
ever undergone great changes in modern times, and it is quite
uncertain what are the present boundaries of each.

59th, The country between Ava, Bhumo, and Mogaung
is described by native travellers as being very highly cultiva-
ted, more particularly that portion of it which lies west of the
Irawattee, and by which is the direct line of communication
between the Burmese capital, Mogaung, and Assam.    In
proceeding north from Ava to Mogaung, the country is seen
under very varying aspects, arising from a difference in its
products.   The first third of the distance is remarkable for
the general prevalence of the Palmyra tree, groves of which
cover the whole face of the country, and from them sugar is
very extensively manufactured; they are succeeded nearly up
to Mogaung by extensive Saul forests, which afford a grateful
shade to the- traveller, and the villages of the Shans here, as
in the Kubo valley, are found occupying cleared areas in the
very heart of these forests, which are highly cultivated and
productive, and capable of supporting a far greater popula-
tion than wodM be supposed by one unacquainted with the